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Leonardo da Vinci
	The Renaissance was a time of “rebirth” of classical thought and a renewal of intellectual pursuits that began in the late 14th century and lasted until the early 17th century. It spawned many polymaths, such as Michelangelo and Leon Batista Alberti, but the greatest of these was Leonardo da Vinci. As a painter, architect, sculptor, inventor, engineer, and scientist, Leonardo da Vinci truly was a “Renaissance man.” He was immensely talented in many varied pursuits, and his ideas were far beyond his time.
	Leonardo was first and foremost a painter, but only fifteen of his works survive to the modern day due his experimentation with new techniques. Among his most famous works are The Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, and Virgin of the Rocks. The Mona Lisa is widely considered to be the most famous painting in the world, and the woman who is the subject of the painting is a mystery to the world. Although The Last Supper had deteriorated significantly within a century of being painted, it is the most widely reproduced painting in the world. His love for nature is evident in Virgin of the Rocks, which depicts the first meeting of Christ and John the Baptist. Leonardo’s genius was realized within his lifetime, as he received a large number of commissions. Notable patrons of Leonardo include Cesare Borgia, Lorenzo de’ Medici, Ludovico il Moro, Francesco Sforza, and King Francis I of France. Francis I was a particularly close friend to Leonardo later in his life, and it has been said that Francis held Leonardo’s head when he died.
	Although Leonardo da Vinci was chiefly a painter, it is perhaps his genius in the areas of engineering and anatomy that set him apart from others of his time period. Long before they were thought of during the 19th and 20th centuries, Leonardo conceptualized plans for instruments of flight, including a helicopter and a glider. He produced drawings of bridges, pumps, and various machines of war. His impact of anatomy is also notable. Over 200 scientific drawings of the human physique were published posthumously in 1680. The drawings were created through his dissection of human bodies, and with them he made many discoveries that were far ahead of his era. He produced early studies of biomechanics, creating the famous drawing of the Vitruvian Man. Also, he created one of the earliest depictions of a fetus in utero, which has become yet another famous page from his many journal entries.
	In conclusion, Leonardo da Vinci was, and remains, an awe-inspiring genius. The greatest of all “Renaissance men,” Leonardo was an extremely gifted painter, engineer, inventor, and anatomist, among other trades. More so than any of his contemporaries during the Renaissance, Leonardo da Vinci represents the ultimate human being in the eyes of peers. In the words of King Francis I, “There had never been another man born in the world who knew as much as Leonardo, not so much about painting, sculpture and architecture, as that he was a very great philosopher.”
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